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them a nearer and more personal relation." At a great
Durbar held at Delhi on January 1, 1877, Queen Victoria was
proclaimed "Queen-Empress of India'. uQueen and Minister
knew what Parliament and English society had not sufficient
imagination to realise, that by the measure of the last session
(i.e., the Royal Titles Act), translated into act at that day's
Durbar, the British raj in India had received a significant
accession of internal and external strength; that a new and
durable link had been forged between the crowned demo-
cracy of the West and the immemorial Empire of the Middle
East."1

Sir Verney Lovctt says, "It is certain that no measure
ever passed by Parliament has better fulfilled its -purpose than
the Royal Titles Act          The crown worn by Queen Victoria

and her successors has been far more than a mere symbol of
unity. It has been a strong power and a reconciler in India."?

The Imperial title was abolished after the attainment by
India and Pakistan of Dominion Status in terms of the Indian
Independence Act of 1947.]

And whereas by the Act for the better Government
of India passed in the session ot the twenty-first and Preamble
twenty-second years of the reign of Her present
Majesty, Chapter one hundred and six, it was enacted
that the Government of India, theretofore vested in
the East India Company in trust for Her Majesty,
should become vested in Her Majesty, and that India
should thenceforth be governed by and in the name
of Her Majesty, and it is expedient that there should
be a recognition of the transfer of Government so
made by means of an addition to be made to the style
and titles of Her Majesty :
Be it therefore enacted.......
It shall be lawful for Her most Gracious Majesty, Queen^
with  a  view  to  such  recognition as  aforesaid of  the authorised
r        r    ,      ^                           fTi-iTT-ni to add to
transfer of the Government of India by  Her Royal her titje
Proclamation, under the Great Seal of the United
Kingdom, to make such addition to the style and titles
at present appertaining to the Imperial Crown of the
United Kingdom and its Dependencies as to Her
Majesty may seem meet.
1 See Buckle, Life of Disraeli, Vol. V, pp. 462-480, 485-487.
*Thc Cambridge History of India, Vol. VI, p. 225.